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over. But, If deserted by their mahnjims,
and oppressed for revenue by their hard-
hearted landholders, they are, with their
families, at once turned adrift; and the cra-
vings of appetite teach them to live by. their
wits : at first as petty thieves, but, getting on
by degrees in an easy and even pleasant
path, they become at last experienced da-'
coits.

Much has been ascribed to the influence1'
of the Mahajunny System, in keeping the
ryots in a state of poverty. But under the
present zemindary arrangement, when the

ryot has not the means of gain by his increa-
sing industry, it is not to be expected that
any change will take place in his manner
of living ; and until the first evil is remcned,

in nothing ought we to be more cautious
than the decision of muhajuny complaints.
It is equally bad policy to favour the ryots,

as it is to favour the mahajunsj and from

the consideration that the ryots are weak

and